
inTouch
Community news from your local Conservatives in 
Weybridge, St George’s Hill, Oatlands and Burwood Park

Strong showing in local elections
WEYBRIDGE Con-

servatives enjoyed 
a strong perform-

ance in May’s local elec-
tions, despite difficult times 
for the party nationally. 
In St George’s Hill, Cllr 

Charu Sood was re-elected 
with an amazing 51 percent of 
the vote – nearly 400 more 
than her nearest rival. She has 
a strong record of community 
activism, including launching 
Weybridge in Bloom, support 
for victims of domestic viol-
ence and helping vulnerable 
residents during the pan-
demic. 
Cllr Sood, who was also ap-

pointed as Deputy Mayor of 
Elmbridge at a recent council 
meeting, said: “I would like to 
thank residents for their sup-
port. I feel honoured and 
privileged to represent this 
community and promise to 
give my all.” 
Her immediate priorities are 

to support the regeneration of 
Weybridge town centre and 
the hospital site. Cllr Sood 
will also champion other 
causes that matter to residents 
such as fair charges in the car 
parks and protecting the char-
acter of Weybridge. 

In Oatlands and Burwood 
Park ward, residents elected 
Harrison Allman-Varty, who 
at 19 is Surrey’s youngest 
councillor. He stood on a plat-
form of a common-sense ap-
proach to town planning and 
supporting our shops. 
Cllr Allman-Varty, who 

works in financial technology, 

comments: “I’m delighted 
that residents put their trust in 
me, and I am determined to 
repay that over the coming 
years. I’m really enjoying 
learning the ropes at the coun-
cil.  
“We have a superb Conser-

vative team and I hope to con-
tribute new ideas and help the 

council to connect with 
younger residents.” 
Freddie Tshiaba, our new 

candidate in Weybridge 
Riverside, achieved a very re-
spectable 39 percent of the 
vote, an improvement on our 
share of votes last year. 
He said: “I sincerely thank 

everyone who supported my 
campaign. I had many good 
conversations on the door-
steps, and I remain very 
passionate about trying to im-
prove the quality of life here 
in Weybridge.” 
Freddie will continue to 

campaign for the swift resto-
ration of health services at the  
Weybridge Hospital site and 
to take up the community’s 
causes. 
On behalf of the Weybridge 

Conservative team a big thank 
you to all who took the time 
to vote and engage with us.  
Win or lose, we will con-

tinue to work hard for Wey-
bridge residents. 
If you would like to join in 

our campaigning or if you are 
interested in standing for elec-
tion in the future, get in touch 
with us by email to 
office@runnymedeweybridge 
conservatives.com

COUNCILLOR Hilary 
Butler is campaigning to 
tackle speeding on Seven 
Hills Road. 
She is concerned that drivers 

approach the roundabout ad-
joining Queens Road too fast 
and she is campaigning for 
better signage. 
Hilary said: “Whilst white 

line hatching was introduced 
in the last few years to try 
and reduce speeds, we need 
to do more. I am working 
with County Councillor John 

O'Reilly on a junction warn-
ing sign for Hall Place Drive, 
we just need to identify the 
right location.” 
Surrey’s Conservative-run 

County Council recently im-
proved the footpath and cyc-
leway between Oatlands 
Drive and Grotto Road. 
Cllr Butler is building on 

this by working with Oat-
lands County Councillor 
Tony Samuels to secure a 
new pedestrian crossing for 
Oatlands Drive. 

She explains: “This would 
provide safe crossing to and 
from Oatlands Recreation 
Ground and St James' School 
and would make a big differ-

ence to pedestrian safety.” 
If you support the crossing, 

please sign the petition please 
contact Hilary at 
hbutler@elmbridge.gov.uk

Hilary prioritises safety

Join our mailing list 
for news and events: 

https://tinyurl.com 
/RWConservatives

Scan this code to visit 
our website

Freddie Tshiaba, Charu Sood 
and Harrison Allman-Varty

Hilary Butler and 
John O’Reilly at 
Seven Hills Road 
roundabout
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IT WAS great to join in 
the celebrations across 
the constituency to 

mark the Queen's 70 years 
of service to our nation. 
A platinum jubilee is a truly 

remarkable event, and our 
Queen is the very embodi-
ment of public service and 
duty. Her seven decades of 
unrivalled commitment and 
dedication are an inspiration 
to us all. 
I would like to thank the 

army of volunteers and organ-
isers who put in countless 
hours to arrange lunches, 
fetes, street parties, the bea-
con lighting at Chertsey, and 
much more besides.  
And of course, to everyone 

who attended and made the 
long weekend such a success. 
Many thanks also to all those 

who have contacted me over 
recent weeks to discuss the 
Weybridge Hospital site and 
broader Weybridge town 
centre redevelopment.  
It remains clear that while 

this project has the potential 
to bring many benefits, the 
priority must be the rebuild 
and reintroduction of perma-
nent health services, which 
can provide same day access 
to a broader range of services 
than can currently be de-

livered from the temporary 
cabins on site. 
I am committed to suppor-

ting Surrey County Council 
and the NHS as they work to 
deliver this project. As well as 
meeting with ministers, I have 
also written to the health sec-
retary requesting that the ap-
propriate funding and 
resources are provided so this 
project can proceed without 
delay as soon as planning per-
mission is secured. 
In the meantime, we need to 

support our GPs and the ser-
vice they deliver out of the 
site. I am delighted that my 
campaign to get them more 
space yielded positive results. 
NHS England is providing an 
extra modular unit which will 
result in three additional 
rooms for the GP practices, 
an extra 57 square metres. 
The extra facilities will be op-
erational this month. 
At Westminster, I was 

pleased to support the chan-
cellor’s package of measures 
to help local households meet 
the rising cost of living press-
ures. These include £400 to 
help with energy bills, a pay-
ment of £650 to households 
on means tested benefits, and 
£300 for pensioners who re-
ceive the Winter Fuel Pay-
ment. 

It is right that we provide ad-
ditional support for those 
struggling, as we face what is 
likely to be a difficult winter 
with rising costs and inflation.  
The government is also en-

suring that those on pre-pay-
ment meters will benefit from 
the support. 
I am pleased that the oper-

ation of the energy market 
will be reviewed and re-
formed as needed to ensure 
that we do not face future 
energy price spikes that 
require state intervention in 
the way we are doing today. 
Finally, please contact my 

office if I can be of assis-
tance, at ben.spencer.mp@ 
parliament.uk, or sign up to 
my newsletter at:  
runnymedeandweybridge 
.news 

Thanks for making the 
Jubilee such a success
By Dr Ben Spencer, MP for Runnymede & Weybridge

SPECIALISING IN MANY
SECTORS INCLUDING
BANKING, PROPERTY,
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SURREY police arrested 
two men in Weybridge 
just 15 minutes after a 
car theft from Brook-
lands Road. 
The owner was notified 

by a tracking company, 
shortly before 1am on 10 
June, and police quickly 
found the vehicle and ar-
rested the suspects, who 
were aged 23 and 33 from 
London and Dagenham. 
A tracker jamming device 

found in the stolen car. 
Elmbridge Police said: 

"Keyless car thefts are on 
the rise in Surrey. Using a 
signal booster, thieves are 
able to get into keyless 
entry cars and drive them 
right off your driveway. 
“They are then shipped 

abroad or broken down for 
parts. Some of the vehicles 
most commonly targeted 
are Range Rovers, Mer-
cedes AMGs and BMW M 
Sport models." 
Their advice is to store 

your keys in a signal 
blocking pouch at home, 
and consider using a steer-
ing wheel lock to secure 
your car when parking.

Police car 
theft warning

Dr Ben Spencer MP at Westminster and, below, with 
Oatlands & Burwood Park councillor Ananya Bannerjee
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IT WAS good to see so 
many people attending 
the public exhibition in 

Saint James’ Church to dis-
cuss the plans for the regen-
eration of the high street. If 
you missed it, the exhibition 
can now be seen in the li-
brary. 
NHS Property Services, the 

owners of the site, have fi-
nally confirmed that they will 
be project managing the re-
build of the medical facility. 
There will be a new purpose 

built building on the old foot-
print to include on-the-day 
appointments and the reloca-
tion the GP practices – final 
details of what other services 
will be included have yet to 
be agreed but at least we 
have confirmation it will now 
go ahead. 
We are expecting a detailed 

planning application to be 
submitted to Elmbridge Bor-
ough Council within the next 
few months.  
NHS Property Services have 

also confirmed that there will 
be nothing else on the site 
(there had been talk of some 
form of housing) other than 
the medical centre and sur-
face car parking. 
 

The library 
Now that the hospital site is 

moving forward, Surrey 
County council can concen-
trate on the library site.  
Subject to completion of a 

condition survey the building 
will either be stripped back to 
its concrete frame, refitted 
and reclad (the much greener 
option) or if that is not poss-
ible it will be knocked down 
and rebuilt. 
Either way the building will 

become a community facility 
with the library, information 
centre, community use and a 
business hub. It will be a real 
centre of the community 
available for local groups and 
a focal point for Weybridge. 
A detailed planning applica-

tion will now be progressed 
with Elmbridge Borough 
Council. 
Part of the scheme involves 

relocating some of the car 
parking on Churchfields in 
front of the church.  
This will be turned into a 

green open space for people 
to enjoy and hopefully to be-
come a great space for public 
events.  
The car parking is owned 

and operated by Elmbridge 
Borough Council who have 
been closely involved in the 
plans. 

Monument Hill 
Several highways improve-

ment schemes in the town 
centre are being designed for 
consultation with residents. 
One of these would poten-

tially include the relocation 
of the monument to Church-
fields to give it a much more 
appropriate setting, particu-
larly on Remembrance Sun-
day. If that is feasible, it will 
enable the junction at the top 
of Monument Hill to be fun-
damentally redesigned in-
cluding putting in a crossing 

near Manby Lodge school. 
 

Highways 
Other highways improve-

ments being worked up to in-
clude a cycle lane in the High 
Street, improvements to the 
junctions close to the hospital 
site, Portmore Park Road, 
Balfour Road, Old Wharf 
Way and Elgin Road.   
Again, subject to consulta-

tion the plan would be to in-
troduce a 20 mph zone from 
Heath Road through to 
Monument Hill with a poss-
ible average speed camera to 
ensure speed compliance. 
Large parts of the Brook-

lands Road and Hanger Hill 
are now included in the pro-
gramme for resurfacing. 
In addition, as your county 

councillor I am securing the 
funds to improve the pave-
ments in the high street 
which has suffered consider-
able damage from tree roots.  
Contact me at: 

tim.oliver@surreycc.gov.uk 

By Cllr Tim Oliver, County Councillor for Weybridge

Exciting changes in pipelineNEWS 
IN BRIEF 

 

WEYBRIDGE in Bloom 
volunteers have been 
brightening up our town 
centre with new plantings at 
Monument Hill. 
The area looks spectacular 

and has enhanced the en-
trance to Weybridge. The 
project was supported by 
Elmbridge BC and County 
Councillor Tim Oliver. 
If you want to be part of 

Weybridge in Bloom or 
want to donate, please visit 
weybridgeinbloom.org.uk  
BROOKLANDS Mu-

seum will be delivering a 
new programme, called 
Brooklands Innovation 
Academy, which aims to 
inspire a new generation 
of scientists. For informa-
tion contact rhiggins@ 
brooklandsmuseum.com  
BARNET House, a former 
office block in Weybridge, 
has been reconfigured into 
four new affordable homes. 
Elmbridge Council will re-
tain ownership, but will 
lease to its property arm 
EBC Homes Limited.These 
will be let to families in 
housing need, nominated by 
our housing team. 
 
SURREY Police & Crime 
Commissioner Lisa 
Townsend will give an up-
date on policing matters 
and take your questions at 
Christ the Prince of Peace 
Parish Hall in Portmore 
Way, Weybridge, on 27th 
Sept from 6:30-7:30 pm.  
 
CLLR Ananya Bannerjee is 
delighted that the paddling 
pools at Oatlands and 
Churchfields recreation 
grounds will be open from 
18 July to 4 September.

Photo credit: Mark Gough

Cllr Tim Oliver outside Weybridge Library and, below, at 
speaking to residents at the WeyBetterWeybridge event
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Junction 10 
upgrade plan 
 
NATIONAL highways have 
been granted permission to 
proceed with the upgrade 
of junction 10 of the M25. 
It is one of the busiest junc-

tions in the UK with over 
300,000 journeys every day. 
Preliminary works will start 
in September this year with 
completion planned for 2025 
Part of the improvements is 

likely to include changes to 

the end of Seven Hills Rd 
with a left only turn there-
fore requiring anyone head-
ing towards Byfleet to go 
round the roundabout. Whilst 
this isn’t necessarily ideal, it 
should hopefully improve 
the traffic flow along the By-
fleet Road and reduce con-
gestion particularly at peak 
times with the change in the 
lights configuration. 
Further details can be found 

at 
www.nationalhighways.co.u
k/m25j10

Saving lives  
COLIN McFarlane, Presi-
dent of the Weybridge St. 
Georges Hill Conser-
vatives, pictured, talks 
about the work of the 
North West Surrey Com-
munity First Responders 
(CFR), where he volunteers 
as a team leader. 
He says: "We are volunteers 

from Elmbridge, Runnymede 
and Spelthorne who are 
trained to respond to emerg-
ency calls through the 999 or 
112 system in conjunction 
with the South East Coast 
Ambulance Service NHS 
Trust, (SECAmb). We are 
self-funded and serve a 
population of about 330,000 
people. 
Since the team formed over 

10 years ago, we have helped 
in countless life-threatening 
situations, from heart at-
tacks, choking, severe aller-
gic reactions, asthma attacks, 
breathing difficulties, 
strokes, burns and more. 
For me, nothing is more sat-

isfying than being able to 
serve your local community 
and to respond to those in 
need. 
As a CFR I can attend the 

scene of a local emergency 

in a very short time - often 
within the first few minutes, 
and in the majority of life-
threatening incidents I may 
be first on scene. I can then 
begin vital lifesaving first aid 
before the arrival of an am-
bulance, further increasing 
the patient’s chance of sur-
vival. 
I am taking part in a new 

pilot scheme where CFRs 
who have been trained in 
“falls” carry special lifting 
equipment. Once a patient is 
assessed a clinician will give 
approval for the CFR to lift 
the patient off the floor using 
their falls equipment.There 
are many days whilst on duty 
I receive no callouts. This is 
rare indeed, but the satisfac-
tion comes from being avail-
able at short notice if 
required. 
cgmcfarlane@weybridge-

conservatives.com

Holding Council to account

I’M SO grateful for all 
the support we received 
in the local elections.  

Across Elmbridge it was a 
very close election with re-
sults in several wards coming 
down to just a few votes. But 
overall the status quo remains 
and the Liberal Democrats 
continue to run Elmbridge in 
a seven-party coalition with 
the political residents associ-
ations and independents. 
The Conservatives and I will 

continue to hold the adminis-
tration to account for strug-
gling services, for hiking up 
council tax by the highest 
possible during a cost of liv-
ing crisis, neglecting our 
green spaces, and the attack 
on our local high streets that 
happened when they intro-
duced Sunday parking 
charges in Weybridge. 
Instead we should improve 

road safety, redevelop the 
Weybridge Hospital site, in-
stall electric chargers and re-
duce the environmental 
impact of the Council like 
other local authorities have. 

Elmbridge is consulting on 
its draft Local Plan which sets 
out a framework for housing 
and development across the 
borough until 2037. 
Conservative councillors 

successfully argued for the 
Plan to rule out building on 
the Green Belt and for a 
lower, more realistic housing 
target. However, as things 
stand Weybridge will still be 
expected to accommodate 
1,200 new homes.  
So it is important that you 

view the Plan and have your 
say by 29 July, at : https:// 
consult.elmbridge.gov.uk/ 
reg19/consultationHome 

Colin McFarlane

Cllr John Cope

By Cllr John Cope 
Leader of the Conservative 
Group at Elmbridge Council
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