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CONSERVATIVES 
Charu Sood and 
Freddie Tshiaba 

need your help to reverse 
an 8% increase in park-
ing charges which will 
hurt our high street. 
Liberal Democrats who 

run Elmbridge Council 
with their allies, including 
the St George’s Hill Inde-
pendents, pushed through 
the rises in February. 
They also added insult to 

injury by ending free park-
ing on Sundays at the 
Heath North and Heath 
South car parks in Wey-
bridge. 
Cllr Sood said: “Our resi-

dents and local businesses 
are still getting back on 
their feet after an excep-
tionally difficult two years 
with the pandemic.  
“This is the wrong time 

for the Council to be intro-
ducing higher parking 
charges. The only winners 
will be the online retailers 
like Amazon, at the ex-
pense of our local busi-
nesses.” 
Conservative councillors 

opposed the increases to 
parking charges and intro-
duction of Sunday charging 

but were outvoted by the 
Lib Dem and Resident As-
sociation majority at Elm-
bridge Council. 
Local resident Freddie 

Tshiaba, who is the Conser-
vative candidate, in Wey-
bridge Riverside added: 
“The Council’s own data 
shows that the number of 
people visiting our high 

streets is still down 13%. 
“If there was ever a bad 

time to increase charges it 
is now. We ask you to 
please sign our petition to 
tell the Council to reverse 
these rises.” 
Go to: 

www.esherwalton.com/ 
form/elmbridge-car-park-
tax-petition 

Parking charges going up

SIX months after they 
suspended garden 
waste collections, the 

Liberal Democrats have 
still failed to reinstate the 
service. 
Now residents’ patience is 

wearing thin (quite 
understandably) particularly 
with no end in sight to this 
crisis, which the Lib Dems 
attempt to blame on a 
national driver shortage. 
However, our neighbouring 

council Runnymede, which is Conservative run, has 

continued to provide a garden 
waste collection service to its 
residents throughout. 
Runnymede Council’s 

leader offered to share his 
collectors with Elmbridge but 
the offer was not followed up 
by the Lib Dem-Residents 
Association administration. 
Conservative leader Cllr 

John Cope said: “Brown bin 
customers, like so many 
others, are being let down by 
this failing Lib Dem 
administration.” 

...And still no garden waste service!

Lib Dem rises put our High Street at risk, say Conservatives
NEWS 

IN BRIEF 
 

ELMBRIDGE Council has 
installed an embankment in 
Wallington Drive to prevent 
parking on the verges.  
The area has also benefited 

from the addition of 50 car 
parking spaces in the 
Brooklands recreation 
ground created through 
Community Infrastructure 
Levy funding.  
Cllr Sood, who cam-

paigned for the changes, 
said, “This has improved 
the safety of all users of the 
park.”  
WHITELEY Village, set 
in 225 acres of beautiful 
woodland off Seven Hills 
Road, is home to nearly 
500 older people, and 
managed by The Whiteley 
Homes Trust (registered 
charity 1103056). 
It relies on volunteers to 

run the village shop and 
staff the Eliza Palmer 
Hub, answering the phone 
and greeting visitors. 
If you have a little time to 

spare and would find vol-
unteering rewarding 
please call 01932 823671 
or email volunteers@ 
whiteleyvillage.org.uk.  
LISA Townsend will be 
speaking about her role as 
Surrey’s first female Police 
and Crime Commissioner at 
an online event to mark her 
first 300 days in office, or-
ganised by Runnymede & 
Weybridge Conservative 
Women’s organisation. 
Email charu.sood@ 
elmbridge.org to attend. 
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Many constituents 
write to me on is-
sues relating to the 

police and crime, from anti-
social behaviour to concerns 
around the safety of women. 
Some of the most distressing 

accounts I have heard from 
my residents is when then 
they have experienced public 
sexual harassment. 
By and large it is women and 

young girls who are the vic-
tims and I’m appalled that it 
happens at all. 
In terms of tackling it there 

are three important steps to 
take: First, we need better 
data – and everyone can help: 
It is vital that anyone who ex-
periences sexual harassment 
or any other crime reports this 
to the police. They need this 
to build a clear picture and 
prioritise resources - it’s easy 
to do online and only takes a 
few minutes. 
Second, and perhaps most 

importantly - we need to sup-
port our schools and commu-
nity groups around teaching 
respect for women and every-
one in our society.  
While primarily this is the 

role of parents, we need all of 
our community to reinforce 
this message. 
Third, we should also review 

the law where needed. The 
Government’s ground-break-
ing Police, Crime, Sentencing 
and Courts Bill will 
strengthen powers to tackle 
domestic abuse and sexual of-

fences. This includes ending 
the halfway release of of-
fenders sentenced to between 
four and seven years for seri-
ous crimes including rape, 
manslaughter, and grievous 
bodily harm with intent. 
Finally, we have published a 

tackling violence against 
women and girls strategy and 
introduced a new national po-
licing lead on violence against 
women and girls. 
Through all these measures I 

hope we can work together 
towards stamping out sexual 
harassment and violence 
against women and girls in 

Weybridge and across my 
constituency.Keeping our 
communities safe is a priority 
of mine, and I regularly high-
light local concerns to Wey-
bridge's Police Inspector, Bert 
Dean, and our Police and 
Crime Commissioner Lisa 
Townsend to support their 
work.  
Please contact me directly if 

there are any issues you 
would like to raise at 
ben.spencer.mp@ 
parliament.uk, or sign up to 
my newsletter at  
runnymedeandweybridge 
.news. 

Women’s safety is top priority
By Dr Ben Spencer, MP for Runnymede & Weybridge

www.curchods.com

On Average, We Agree A 
Sale Every 60 Minutes
By using our extensive reach both Internationally 
and throughout Surrey and South West London, it 
means we are able to attract the right buyers and 
therefore agree a property sale every 60 minutes.

*Based on internal sales data during working hours throughout the group

CHURCHFIELDS car 
park will host a Farmers 
Market on the first Sun-
day of the month from 
noon to 4pm. 
It’s been organised by 

Maria and Adam from 
Mclaren Fine Foods with 
support from a variety of 
independent producers and 
small businesses. 
Maria told Cllr Charu 

Sood, “After the success of 
our market in West By-
fleet, we decided to set up 
a Farmers Market in Wey-
bridge as a way of bringing 
the community together to 
support our wonderful 
local businesses and inde-
pendent producers. 
“Elmbridge Council has 

supported us to get the 
market up and running and 
we will continue to work 
with them to maintain a 
successful monthly event. 
“We look forward to wel-

coming residents to cel-
ebrate this positive 
addition to Weybridge.” 
The market needs volun-

teers so if you would like 
to get involved contact 
maria@ 
mclarenhospitality.co.uk 

Market at 
Churchfields
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Your caring champions for Weybridge

At the outset, I would 
like to extend my 
heartfelt thanks for 

your support during the last 
four years that I have been 
your councillor for Wey-
bridge St George’s Hill. 
Representing our community 

is an honour and I have 
played a full part in the social, 
political and community life 
in Weybridge. This includes 
my successful campaign to 
get the Liberal Democrat-
Resident Association coali-
tion, running Elmbridge 
Council, to reopen the local 
paddling pools and opposing 
their hike in taxi license fees. 
I have also worked in partner-
ship with Mercedes Benz to 
remove the debris from River 
Wey and secured the resurfac-
ing of St George’s Avenue. 
At the Council I am the Con-

servative’s Shadow Cabinet 
Member for Environment. I 
was previously the shadow 
for Social Affairs, and I have 
served on committees includ-
ing planning and licensing, 
and on the council’s climate 
change working group. 
I founded Weybridge in 

Bloom to encourage civic 
pride in Weybridge and our 
key highlight for last year has 
been regenerating the land-
scape at Monument Hill. 
During the pandemic I 

started the Sew Weybridge 
group making scrubs for NHS 
workers and obtained govern-
ment grants for local busi-
nesses, as well as running 
litter picks at the cricket green 
and delivering meals on 
wheels and for foodbanks. I 
also raised funds for victims 
of domestic violence, which 
had spiked in the pandemic. 
I am seeking re-election be-

cause there is more to be done 
in Weybridge. I want to help 
develop the regeneration plan 
for the Weybridge Hospital 
site and our high street, rein-
stating the doctor’s surgery 
and improved medical facil-
ities.  
I will oppose the coalition 

parties’ increases and back 
our businesses, while also 
protecting the character of our 
area and our vulnerable resi-
dents. 
I hope you will consider sup-

porting me in May. If I am 
elected, please be assured that 
I will continue to give my all 
for Weybridge St George’s 
Hill over the next four years. 
If you can help with my cam-
paign by delivering leaflets or 
displaying a poster, I would 
love to hear from you.

Cllr Charu Sood 
Weybridge St George’s Hill 
csood@elmbridge.gov.uk

I HAVE lived in Wey-
bridge for seven years 
and I am standing for 

the Council to help ensure 
our community remains a 
great place to live, work and 
raise a family. 
Elmbridge Council under 

Liberal Democrat and Resi-
dents Association control is 
failing to do the basics such 
as emptying the bins, and is 
hurting our high street by 
increasing parking charges. 
They have not managed to 

agree a Local Plan, despite 
working on it for over five 
years and this means we are 
vulnerable to being taken to 
appeal by developers.  
As a result our Green Belt 

and urban areas are at risk. 
By contrast the Elmbridge 

Conservatives have a plan 
to fix the council finances, 
pass a local plan that pro-
tects our green spaces and 
town centres, and delivers 
improved services. 
I hold a masters from the 

London Business School 
and work as a management 
consultant for financial in-
stitutions in the City. 
I believe my business back-

ground will be helpful in en-
suring our borough is run 
more effectively for the 
benefit of taxpayers. 
In my personal life, I am 

married to Ann, a psychol-
ogist and professor, and we 
enjoy river walks and play-
ing tennis at the Weybridge 
Riverside Tennis Club. 
My top priority if elected 

to the Council will be to 
work with our MP Dr Ben 
Spencer to press the local 
NHS for the restoration of 
Weybridge Hospital. The 
wait has gone on too long 
and it is time for action. 
I look forward to meeting 

you and hearing your views 
during the campaign.

Cllr Charu Sood 
helping to make 
Weybridge an even 
better place to live

Freddie Tshiaba 
Weybridge Riverside candidate 
Freddie@tshiaba.co.uk

Our hospital is 
Freddie’s top priority
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Hopefully, you will 
have noticed that 
the main roads into 

and out of Weybridge have 
now been resurfaced apart 
from the Brooklands Road 
which is top of my list. 
Many of the side roads and 

pavements in the town centre 
are also being repaired and 
resurfaced. Equally the 
20mph zone has been imple-
mented in the Triangle area 
and I continue to work with 
the officers to install double 
yellow lines where appropri-
ate for safety reasons.  
Parking stress continues to 

be an issue and will be until 
we can persuade people to 
use public transport and walk 
or cycle. 
We are at last making genu-

ine progress in agreeing a 
scheme for the redevel-
opment of the hospital site 
and the library. My expecta-
tion is that there will be a 
public consultation in April 
of this year with a view to 
tendering the rebuild of the 
medical centre as the first 
part of the scheme and then 
move to the other side of the 
road to redevelop the library. 
I have also been in dis-

cussion with a theatre oper-
ator who has recently set up 
in King Georges Hall in 
Esher which has been a great 
success. They are keen to re-
store Weybridge Hall as a 
fixed seat theatre which in 
my view would enhance the 
facilities in the town con-
siderably. 
I continue to work closely 

with Weybridge town busi-
ness guild on a vision for the 
high street. The number of 
vacant units is thankfully 
small relative to other areas 

and the regeneration of the 
far end of the high street will 
be significant and provide a 
proper heart for Weybridge 
with a public Piazza. 
One of my manifesto com-

mitments was to commission 
a study of the traffic and traf-
fic issues within Weybridge. 
This work is now being car-
ried out and I very much 
hope that part of any scheme 
will be to relocate the war 
memorial either on to the 
cricket pitch or perhaps mov-
ing into the town near to the 
new piazza. That will enable 
us to redesign Temple Market 
and Monument Hill round-
abouts. 
I recently spent time at 

Heathside School where I 
opened the new maths block 
as well as attending the Re-
membrance Day service at St 
George’s Junior School. I 
have, as a county councillor, 

a small community allocation 
and in 2021, I used it to fund 
Christmas tree lights and also 
of some requests from the 
schools. 
As you would imagine, 

being Leader of Surrey 
County Council takes up five 
days a week and has been 
particularly challenging these 
past two years. However, the 
county council is in good 
shape both financially and in 
terms of a strategy to deliver 
improved services. 
I am optimistic both for 

Weybridge and for Surrey 
this year. My absolute prior-
ity is to deliver on the new 
medical centre and the 
master plan for the high 
street as well as of course 
continuing to deal with resi-
dent’s queries.  
Please do get in touch if I 

can be of assistance. 

By Cllr Tim Oliver, County Councillor for Weybridge

Delivering for our community More cash 
for schools 
and roads 
 
SURREY County Coun-
cil’s budget for 2022/23 in-
cludes increased spending 
on mental health, high-
ways improvements and 
specialist school places. 
Weybridge’s Cllr Tim 

Oliver, who is the leader of 
SCC, said: “Our budget re-
flects the important prio-
rities of Surrey residents 
and ensures that no one is 
left behind. 
“We’re committed to pro-

tecting the 40,000 vulner-
able residents across the 
county, while improving the 
quality of life for everyone 
and delivering a stronger 
local economy with more 
skills and jobs.” 
Surrey’s £1billion budget 

includes £46.5m spending 
improving mental health 
across Surrey, boosting in-
vestment in Surrey’s roads 
by £125 million for local 
highway schemes. Longer 
term we’re investing £470 
million to tackle the climate 
emergency and delivering a 
further 872 specialist school 
places from 2023. 
Under Tim’s leadership the 

Council has so far saved 
£240m - more than £75m 
each and every year - with a 
further £75m projected over 
the next few years, all while 
improving services for resi-
dents. 
Tim added: “No one left 

behind is the guiding prin-
ciple for all that this council 
does – helping those that 
need us most and improving 
quality of life for everyone 
in Surrey. 
“Every single penny of 

Council Tax we spend – is 
spent to make Surrey a 
better place.”

 

 
Check out our website at 

weybridgeconservatives.co.uk 
to join the Conservatives or to 

renew your membership 
You can also register for 

newsletters and see our latest 
community news.

Safer roads  
CONSERVATIVE Surrey 
County Council is has ring-
fenced £1 million for mak-
ing roads safer. 
Cllr Matt Furniss, Cabinet 

Member for Transport, said 
investment will enable 
20mph speed limits to be in-

troduced "where appropriate" 
such as outside schools, in 
busy shopping streets and 
some residential streets. 
Conservatives rejected Lib-

eral Democrat calls for a 
blanket 20mph speed limit to 
be set across Surrey. 
Cllr Furniss explained: “We 

need the flexibility to set 

speeds that are appropriate 
for each road. A blanket limit 
would result in residents ig-
noring the signs and place an 
unreasonable extra burden on 
our police. Since 2014 we 
have introduced 93 formal 
20mph zones, which shows 
the current policy works."
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